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President’s Message

A mission of maintaining our
state’s momentum.
In leading this charge, Director
Alviti and RIDOT have truly
transformed the agency into a
highly efficient engine. The
volume of work being initiated is
nothing short of remarkable. New,
innovative building techniques are
being used to execute projects
while streamlining both costs and
schedules. RIDOT has also made a
prudent commitment to bolstering
its maintenance component —
to safeguard RI’s infrastructure
investments for decades to come.
Stephen A. Cardi II
CIRI President

Like many other states, in the not
so distant past, Rhode Island was
mired in the effects of a prolonged
recession. As I begin my term as
President of CIRI, I’m seeing a
state that is now energized by the
progress and prospects of these
exciting times.
As we wait for the Trump administration’s infrastructure plan on a
national level, the State of Rhode
Island has taken control of its
own destiny. With the landmark
RhodeWorks program now in its
third year, we’re already reaping
the benefits.
Leveraging a renewed sense
of synergy.
Thanks to the dedicated and
dependable funding provided by
RhodeWorks, our member companies are aggressively tackling the
infrastructure needs of our state —
while helping RIDOT to prove the
wisdom and value of this visionary program to the taxpayers of
Rhode Island.

Putting Rhode Islanders back
to work.
The multiplier effect of heavy
and highway construction activity is a benefit that has long been
documented. The first two years
of RhodeWorks saw the addition
of 3,700 new construction jobs.
These are jobs that fuel additional
employment in related fields, while
boosting state revenues from
related goods and services —
creating additional momentum for
the continued betterment of our
state, its economy and its people.
In addition to our intense
commitment to worksite safety
and compliance, CIRI realizes the
importance of maintaining positive
partnerships between our member
companies and Rhode Island’s key
trade unions. As such, the CIRI
Labor Relations Committee
continues to play a valuable role in
forging consensus and collective
bargaining agreements that are
mutually beneficial.
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Keeping advocacy efforts on the
front burner.
To keep this positive momentum
going, CIRI is continuing its ongoing
advocacy efforts. On the state level,
these include the annual efforts of
the CIRI Political Action Committee
(PAC) during the RI General
Assembly, along with our official
role on the State Transportation
Advisory Committee. On the
national level, our membership in
the American Road & Transportation
Builders of America (ARTBA) helps
this dynamic organization to keep
the nation’s transportation
construction and funding needs
front and center in Washington.
I have personally been honored to
serve ARTBA as a Director.
There has never been a better time
to join in.
With these multifaceted challenges
at hand, we look forward to the
participation of our membership to
help protect our mutual business
interests — while helping CIRI to
serve the wider interests of our state
and nation.
If you’re not yet a CIRI member,
we’d like you to know our door to
enrollment is always open.
Sincerely,

Stephen A. Cardi II

RhodeWorks progress and
federal funding discussed at
CIRI Fall Dinner Meeting.
At our annual Fall Dinner
Meeting, the CIRI assemblage
was updated on recent developments in infrastructure
funding, strategies and execution on both the state and
national levels. The November
8 event, held at the Crowne
Plaza in Warwick, attracted
approximately 200 attendees
from the CIRI membership.
Featured speakers were:

RIDOT Director Alviti and Nick Goldstein of ARTBA were
featured speakers at November 8 event.
Nick Goldstein • ARTBA
VP, Regulatory & Legal Issues
Nick Goldstein of the American Road
& Transportation Builders Association
(ARTBA) spoke to the attendees on
what transportation industry leaders
were expecting in the Trump
administration’s infrastructure plan,
which was yet to be released.
Goldstein began by stating that,
while President Trump has been
promising a trillion-dollar infrastructure plan, the sense was about $200
billion of that amount would actually
be federal funding — with about $800
billion depending on private sector
participation. The administration’s
definition of the word “infrastructure”
also appeared to go beyond roads,
bridges and transit into areas such
as broadband, hydroelectric and
veterans hospitals.

Nick Goldstein • ARTBA

Peter Alviti, Jr. P.E. • RIDOT Director

“At ARTBA, we have been focused
on finding a permanent solution for
the solvency of the Highway Trust
Fund,” Goldstein said. “We’re going
to keep the pressure on (Congress)...
reminding them the infrastructure bill
should include some kind of Highway
Trust Fund fix.”
On a positive note, Goldstein pointed
to the fact that infrastructure was a
frequent topic for candidates across
the US during the 2017 election
season. ARTBA counted a few
hundred transportation funding
measures on statewide ballots, 82%
being passed through voter approval.
The fact that the Highway Trust Fund
is slated to run out of money in 2020,
a presidential election year, should
also pave the way for the HTF to
become a hot-button issue.
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The concluding portion of Goldstein’s
presentation covered a variety of
regulatory topics. Regulatory reform
is a major focus for the Trump
administration, and while it takes
years to implement suggested
changes, some of these efforts are
beginning to bear fruit. The Regulatory section of the ARTBA website,
which includes a Ripe for Regulatory
Reform Scorecard, can be accessed
at: artba.org/government-affairs/
regulatory.
Peter Alviti, Jr. P.E. RIDOT Director
While citing the key roles played
by Governor Raimondo and CIRI
in helping to get the landmark
RhodeWorks legislation passed in
February 2016, Director Alviti spoke
to the way the program has created
an entirely new method for
consistent and dependable funding of
crucial transportation improvement
projects in Rhode Island.
To highlight the rapid rampup and
success of the project over the first
two years, Alviti presented key
statistics and data. By the end of
FFY 2017, which ended on October
31, RIDOT had executed over 90
projects — for a total of approximately $170 million in value in FFY
2016 and $284 million in FFY 2017.
RIDOT’s expectation for FFY 2018
was to put 49 projects in play
totalling an estimated value of about
$830 million.

(Continued from page 3)

“Another key development from all this
activity is the addition of 3,700 new
construction jobs during this two-year
period,” Alviti said. “Projects like the
Routes 6 & 10 Connector have been
collecting dust on the drawing board for
the last 30 years. We’re getting projects
like these into motion, while putting
thousands of Rhode Islanders to work.”
Other projects mentioned by Alviti
included a long-awaited intermodal
transit hub in downtown Providence,
a new commuter rail station on the
Pawtucket/Central Falls line, and the
highly successful Providence-Newport
Ferry. During its 2017 season from
mid-June through October 1, the ferry
transported 43,000 people while
contributing approximately $2.5 million
to the Newport economy.
Director Alviti also referenced logistical
and quality improvements brought
about by the major reorganization and
revamp at RIDOT. The results of new
innovative technologies being used
include the replacement of two bridges
in course of a single weekend, and another within a 36-hour timeframe.
To ensure RI’s capacity to protect its
infrastructure investments, 40 new
maintenance positions have been
created at RIDOT — augmented by a
$27 million investment in its fleet and
equipment. The agency has also initiated
a $3 million highway safety plan, similar
to the core RhodeWorks effort for
rebuilding the state’s deficient bridges.
To review the most up-to-date detailed
plan, visit the RhodeWorks section of the
RIDOT website at: http://www.dot.ri.gov/
rhodeworks

CIRI announces new board
appointments.
Steve Cardi and Dustin Everson named, respectively,
as President and Treasurer.
For CIRI, 2018 began with the
appointment of two new members, each
for a two-year term, to our board of
directors.
Stephen A. Cardi II, executive vice
president and COO of Cardi Corporation,
was recently elected as President.
Holding a BS in Civil/Construction
Engineering from Roger Williams
University, his numerous industry-related
achievements include national board
appointments by the National Asphalt
Pavement Association, the Associated
General Contractors of America, and
serving as a Director for the American
Road & Transportation Builders
Association (ARTBA).
In addition, Dustin J. Everson,
President of Narragansett Improvement
Company, was elected Treasurer. He replaces his father, John E. Everson,
the long-respected treasurer for CIRI
who passed away in 2017. A graduate
of Bryant University, Dustin Everson
represents the fifth generation of
leadership at Narragansett Improvement.
Playing a key role in the growth and
modernization of its manufacturing
plant, Everson spearheaded the
company’s retrofit into the recycling of
bituminous asphalt products. He also
serves as RI State Director for the
National Asphalt Pavement Association.

Stephen A. Cardi II

Dustin J. Everson

Welcome to our new members.
Barletta Heavy Division
40 Shawmut Road, Suite 200
Canton, MA 02021-1409

Marcum LLP
155 South Main Street
Providence, RI 02903

HAKS Engineers, P.C.
275 Promenade Street, Suite 202
Providence, RI 02908

Stantec
260 West Exchange Street, Suite 001
Providence, RI 02903
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RWU competition team fares
well in ASC regional event.
Third-place finish in Heavy Civil category is latest achievement.
The Associated Schools of Construction (ASC) regional competition is
a valuable test of skills and endurance for Construction Management
students. Last November, supported
by a travel grant from CIRI, the sixstudent Roger Williams University
team earned third-place honors in
the Heavy Civil category at the 2017
regional competition in Albany, NY.
The Heavy Civil assignment for the
RWU students was to prepare a bid
proposal for a section of the Chicago
Riverwalk, calling for knowledge
in marine construction and quantity takeoffs of concrete, rebar and
structural fill. Project requirements

included a full estimate, site logistics,
job hazard and quality assurance forms,
a detailed schedule — a binder summarizing all of the work completed for the
competition — and a final presentation
on the methods and reasoning used for
each portion of the project.
The student team drew on valuable
knowledge gained from Heavy Civil
courses in the RWU curriculum, along
with experience gained during summer
internships. This included a recently
added Heavy Civil Estimating course,
co-taught by Dr. Amine Ghanem, which
covers effective creation of crews and
production rates, selection of appropriate equipment, and analysis of subcontractor bids.

Another active winter for CIRI
safety program.
Multiple training/seminar events, free for CIRI members.
In preparation for the busy spring construction season, the CIRI Safety Committee again held a variety of courses
and seminars — all of them free for employees of CIRI member companies. The
2017-2018 slate of programs included
Highway Work Zone Safety training for
technician and supervisor certifications,
OSHA 10-Hour Refresher training for
people with certifications, and CPR/
First Aid training.

Silica safety is another key area addressed by the program. In addition to
Silica Awareness and Silica Competent
Person training, many member companies are taking advantage of CIRI’s
silica testing equipment, which is available for use upon request.
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Dr. Amine Ghanem (far left) with the 2017
RWU competition team: (L to R) Josh Swanson,
Joe Ficaro, Rich Sleight (captain), Jon Gomes,
Liz Anthes and Nick Morrison.

RIDOT releases latest 10-year STIP report.
State Transportation Improvement Program is roadmap for future projects.
From the outset of the RhodeWorks
program, a key factor has been
the expansion of forecasting for the
scope and costs of the state’s overall
transportation improvements effort.
This organizational rigor is more
important than ever, considering the
value of projects undertaken is
projected to be in excess of $600
million annually over the next 4 years.

RIDOT Funding Sources
in millions of dollars • updated 3.15.18
Highway - State

FY 2018

FY 2019 FY 2020

FY 2021

4-Yr Totals

Gas Tax

88.70

88.30

91.90

91.20

360.10

RICAP Funds

30.60

30.60

27.20

27.20

115.60

RI Highway Maintenance Account

78.10

86.70

87.50

87.70

340.00

RICAP for Maintenance Facility

4.80

4.20

4.30

4.30

17.60

As mandated by federal regulations
for highway and transit funds, the
Fiscal Constraint charts shown here are
a detailed accounting of both expected
revenue sources and forecasted
expenditures for the next 4 federal
fiscal years. RIDOT has also augmented
the RI report to include preliminary
projections beyond the 4-year
mandate. The result is a comprehensive
10-year forecast that serves the
overarching RhodeWorks mission of
providing effective management, fiscal
responsibility and program transparency.

Project Closeouts

8.00

5.00

5.00

5.00

23.00

Land Sales

3.40

1.00

1.00

1.00

6.40

Garvee Bond Proceeds

85.00

77.00

45.00

0.00

207.00

Transit Hub Bond

12.00

17.00

5.00

1.00

35.00

RICAP for Pavement Projects

0.00

20.00

20.00

20.00

60.00

1.00

2.50

1.00

0.00

4.50

19.00

44.80

44.80

44.80

153.40

4.00

3.00

0.00

0.00

7.00

334.60

380.10

332.70

282.20

1,329.60

How projects are selected for
inclusion in the STIP.

Highway - Federal

FY 2019 FY 2020

FY 2021

4-Yr Totals

The Rhode Island State Transportation
Improvement Program (STIP) is
prepared by the Division of Statewide
Planning for adoption by the State
Planning Council — which is comprised
of state, local and public representatives,
and federal advisors. For a transportation
project to utilize federal funds, it must be
included in the STIP.

Highway Safety Improvement

While a project’s inclusion in the STIP is
a critical step, it does not represent an
allocation or obligation of funds. Projects supported with federal dollars are
only guaranteed funding after review of
the design, financing and environmental
impacts by RIDOT, RIPTA or the USDOT.

Third Party Funding
Toll Revenue
Prior Year Funds
Total RIDOT State Sources

Railway Highway Crossings

FY 2018
1.20

1.20

1.20

1.20

4.80

18.00

18.20

18.50

18.50

73.20

3.30

3.30

3.30

3.30

13.20

128.60

131.40

134.40

134.40

528.80

10.80

11.00

11.20

11.20

44.20

0.00

0.00

0.00

6.00

6.00

6.30

6.30

6.40

6.40

25.40

Surface Transportation Block Grant 61.10

62.20

63.70

63.70

250.70

Transportation Alternative
National Highway Performance
CMAQ
2.5% Inflationary Increase from
Federal Reserves
Planning

National Freight

6.60

7.50

8.30

8.30

30.70

TIGER Grant

6.60

6.60

0.00

0.00

13.20

Distribution/Redistribution

25.64

25.64

25.64

25.00

101.93

The tables shown here outline all federal and

Federal Budgetary Holdback

(6.40)

(6.50)

(6.60)

(6.60)

(26.10)

state resources reasonably expected to be

￼ Total Federal Highway
261.74

266.84

266.04

271.40

1066.03

available to RIDOT between FFY 2018-2021,

Other Federal Non Formula

Funding Sources

as well as planned expenditures.
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Non Highway Revenue

FY 2018

FY 2019 FY 2020

FY 2021

4-Yr Totals

NHTSA

3.00

3.00

3.00

3.00

12.00

Green Economy Bond

6.50

2.70

0.00

0.00

9.20

FTA (Fixed Guideway)

5.40

4.30

4.30

4.30

18.30

14.90

10.00

7.30

7.30

39.50

611.24

656.94

606.04

560.90

2,435.13

FY 2019 FY 2020

FY 2021

4-Yr Totals

Total Non-Highway
Funding Sources
Total RIDOT Funding Sources
￼

RIDOT Planned Expenditures
in millions of dollars • updated 3.15.18
FY 2018
6/10 Project

77.00

70.00

92.20

60.36

299.56

205.58

211.11

160.70

135.80

713.20

Bridge Maintenance

15.23

17.30

16.38

17.40

66.31

Contingency - Inflation

0.00

0.00

0.41

0.50

0.91

69.82

102.72

99.19

106.32

378.04

Drainage Capital Program

1.75

1.20

2.70

5.15

10.80

Drainage Maintenance

7.20

5.40

6.90

5.90

25.40

Headquarters Operations

15.97

17.64

16.67

15.73

66.01

Maintenance Capital Program

4.83

4.25

4.25

4.25

17.58

40.43

44.10

45.79

42.38

172.70

8.08

8.09

8.10

8.05

32.32

48.58

61.15

69.22

60.50

239.44

6.74

7.16

7.18

7.20

28.28

17.30

15.83

17.30

16.87

67.31

Toll Operations

1.90

2.20

2.20

2.20

8.50

Traffic Maintenance

7.69

6.30

6.25

6.30

26.54

Traffic Safety Capital Program

27.56

20.19

22.28

29.06

99.09

Transit Capital Program - RIDOT

28.02

31.35

13.69

9.79

82.85

8.13

8.24

8.36

8.47

33.20

17.52

20.29

3.50

16.50

57.81

609.33

654.53

603.26

558.73

2,425.85

Bridge Capital Program

Debt Service

Maintenance Operations
Pass Thru
Pavement Capital Program
Pavement Maintenance
Planning - Program Development

Transit Operations - RIDOT
Transportation Alternatives
Program
Total RIDOT Expenditures

To view and/or download the full STIP document, visit the homepage for the
RI Division of Statewide Planning.

Help protect
the interests of
our industry:
The CIRI PAC needs your support.
During the first six months of every
year, the CIRI Political Action
Committee (PAC) is your advocate at
the Rhode Island General Assembly.
This is the time when our state
legislature convenes to introduce
scores of potential new laws and
regulations. Many of them, if passed,
will affect the operation and profitability of our industry in negative ways.
In addition, during election season, the
CIRI PAC provides financial support to
help elect candidates who understand
and advocate for our industry and the
RI economy. Which means our mission
to represent your best interests is really
a year-round effort.
Contributions are crucial to our PAC.
And welcome year-round.
The CIRI PAC needs your help.
Please consider a personal contribution
today for any amount you feel
is appropriate.* We’ll put this money
to good use to keep our message
front and center with legislators at
the RI State House. And to support
candidates who can have a positive
effect on our industry and your
business.
Please mail contributions to:
CIRI Political Action Committee
615 Jefferson Boulevard, Suite 207
Warwick, RI 02886-1357
*NOTE: Rhode Island State Law prohibits the acceptance of any corporate or business checks for
campaign contributions. Only personal checks are
an acceptable form of contribution. Donations are
not tax deductible and are limited to $1,000.
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CIRI members host URI
juniors for annual field visits.
Jobsite/plant visits demonstrate real-world applications
to CVE students.

D’Ambra Construction

Cardi Corporation

At the University of Rhode Island,
the CVE 347 classroom and CVE
348 lab courses are a key component
of the Civil Engineering (CVE)
curriculum. During the last week of
April, junior-year CVE students
continued the program’s tradition
of spring field visits at Cardi
Corporation, D’Ambra Construction
and J.H. Lynch & Sons. The
companies offered presentations on
asphalt production and QC/QA.
“These annual visits are an
outstanding opportunity for students
to see practical applications of
principles they’ve learned via
computer apps and laboratory work,”
says K. Wayne Lee, P.E., URI Professor
III of Civil and Environmental
Engineering, who also serves as
Director of the Rhode Island Transportation Research Center (RITRC).

Save 20% on
Safety Apparel
& Accessories.
With special CIRI member
pricing through SAFETY 1.
Through our preferred vendor,
SAFETY 1, CIRI members benefit from
substantial savings on hard hats, vests,
jackets, gloves and t-shirts. Contact
Kerry Sheehan today for more details.

A division of:
Rum Runner Custom Apparel
48 Columbia Avenue
Jamestown, RI 02835
Kerry Sheehan
401.603.6470
kerry@safety1.co

The wide range of topics covered in
the CVE 347 and CVE 348 courses at
URI include transportation planning,
economic and highway capacity
analyses, Superpave asphalt mix
design, pavement performance
prediction and pavement
management.
J.H. Lynch & Sons

Our simple request:
your email address.
To simplify and streamline our
member notification process, and
to keep you informed on developments affecting our industry, CIRI
desperately needs to complete its
email database. Just take a minute
to send us a quick email. We thank
you in advance.
exec@ciri.net
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615 Jefferson Boulevard
Warwick, RI 02886
401.738.8530
401.732.2892 fax
www.ciri.net
Officers
Stephen A. Cardi II, President
Michael D. D’Ambra, 1st Vice President
Stephen P. Lynch, Jr., 2nd Vice President
Dustin J. Everson, Treasurer
David O. Costantino, Secretary
Timothy R. Scanlon, Executive Director

